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September 2017.
September Newsletter


Dear Parents/Guardians,

Hello! ( A big warm WELCOME to Gr. 3 French Immersion!
 It is an absolute pleasure to be back to school and to be welcoming your child into my classroom! I am thrilled to be working as part of a “team” this year with you and your children, as well as with Nicole Fougère-LeBlanc and Patricia Melanson, the other Gr. 3 F.I. teachers. We anticipate a fabulous year!

This is a “big event” for your child as he/she is not only entering a new school, but also a new grade level to learn a new language. Please be rest assured that feelings of nervous excitement and perhaps even some of apprehension are completely normal and to be expected.  We are very confident that the warm and friendly atmosphere at Hampton Elementary School will quickly ease any “jitters” …for both students and parents! (  We make it our personal goal to [image: image2.jpg]


create classrooms that nurture your children with feelings of comfort, safety and fun!

A copy of the Provincial Overview of the Gr. 3 F.I. Program will be provided. It is very informative and may answer any questions that you might have. Please read through it to best comprehend the key points of the program and how to best support your child. (*On that note, it’s perfectly fine that you may not speak a word of French. That’s why we’re here! ()
[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf] Our “doors are ALWAYS open” and we encourage open communication between home and school. The best way to contact me is via email Katherine.aubin@nbed.nb.ca  or by phone after 3pm. 832-6021. (H.E.S.) 
*Emergencies/important transportation notes should be conveyed by calling the school office as email may not be viewed throughout the school day. Thank you! ( *A written note MUST be sent to school with your child if there is a change in busing for after school. If not, we are required to send him/her home on their regular bus. (We cannot take their “word” for it.) (
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The following is a general overview of what to expect this
 year. 

[image: image6.wmf]Your child’s school day will include the listed subjects: 
*French Language Arts  (*Includes Social Studies/Science Units)
*Music                  *Physical Education  
*Running shoes (sneakers) are required.
*Science

*Social Studies 

*English Language Arts   (*Includes Social Studies/Science Units

 150  mins./wk.)
*Library: Friday
*Art

French Language Arts: 

Various themes will be developed (“All About Me”, Family, Food, Sports, Clothing, Community, etc…) Through these themes students will not only develop the ability to communicate in French, but also an understanding of the cultural aspect of learning a second language. [image: image7.wmf]
 The tasks that they undertake (oral, reading and written) will develop their cognitive abilities and allow them to discuss issues related to their personal life experiences! ( Over the next few days we will be transitioning from English to French. Any issues of importance or emergency will be addressed in English and we do not want the children to feel that they could never speak with us regarding an important issue that needs to be more easily expressed in their first language. 
[image: image8.wmf]*On that note, we will be encouraging speaking in French –any and all words—from day 1. Good language learners must take risks and we are here to support them! We let them know that stepping outside of their “comfort zone” and making and correcting errors are a natural part of experimenting with language and learning! ( As we progress their confidence will increase and it will be an extremely rewarding journey! We’re seeing great progress already!
HOMEWORK: 


*I am very understanding of busy schedules and family commitments! (Who doesn’t have an evening…or 2 ( …when there is simply not enough time to fit everything in?) Should homework pose an issue with time every now and then, not to worry! Please send a note in your child’s agenda stating that you were aware of the task and have your child complete it within the following few days. *If your child is absent, missed work will be sent home or we will work to complete most of it during the school day upon their return. 
*Missing a lot of time (even a day or two every couple of weeks) does lead to learning issues. Important oral based instruction and practice is our focus so limiting absence is to be considered when possible, to ensure your child’s success in the program. Thank you! (
Your child will write their assignments and notes of importance in their agenda each night.  *Please sign this each night and check the front plastic pocket for notes. Thank you! (
Monday (lundi)- Lecture (French reading), Math,  English “Reading At Home” (RAH-RAH)

 *WAH-WAH (English “Writing At Home” response Journal) is assigned most weeks and due on FRIDAY.
Tuesday (mardi)- Lecture, Math, RAH-RAH 
Wednesday (mercredi)- Lecture, Math, RAH-RAH
Thursday (jeudi)- Lecture, Math, RAH-RAH
*Weekends: No homework! ( RAH-RAH and reading in French is encouraged! Please make note of this so we can celebrate your child’s extra efforts! *Incomplete work/homework may also be sent home to be completed over the weekend if necessary.
*We encourage your children to continue reading and writing in both languages! ( Continuous skill growth in these areas will greatly support and carry over into their acquisition of the French language.
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Lunches:   Please ensure that your child has a nutritious breakfast before starting their school day (we do offer a breakfast program () as well as has nutritious snacks and lunch items. Research shows that children who eat healthy (more “natural” whole) foods are considerably more productive academically and learn better! The brain needs to stay hydrated with water (please send a bottle or cup with your child) and I really do request that my students try to limit sugary treats for better focus and health. ( I discuss this with them in class.
[image: image9.wmf]Announcements:.
*Homework will begin the week of Monday September 11th, 2017.
*The school fee and class supplies fee : $20 + $40 = $60 total 

*Please send this in with your child or pay at the school office as soon as possible.  Thank you! ( 
*Hot lunch: Information to follow. Stay tuned! ( 

 *If you are free to volunteer in the classroom or for special events at H.E.S. we would love to have you! (
*Skating will start in October. Your child will need a helmet, mittens or gloves, warm clothing and skates that fit well. ( (Please try them and sharpen them in advance.) We will have 20 EAGER skaters so if you can please volunteer to help tie skates it would be greatly appreciated! ( 
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*It is very important that you refer to the information regarding our school policies inside your child’s agenda. *Please sign page 14 to indicate that you’ve read this information and take a few moments to discuss it with your child where applicable. 
*Thank you so very much for taking the time to read this communication! The interest that you show in your child’s schooling is a key part to their success!  Looking forward to a GREAT year!!
Sincerely,

Kathy Aubin-Martin (
